• Subscriptions were dropped, making INJ access free to anyone around the world.
Along the way, the INJ Mission was developed with the help of the INDA Technical Advisory Board: To publish the best peer reviewed research journal with broad appeal to the global nonwovens community that stimulates and fosters the advancement of nonwoven technology.
One thing that has not changed -the editors are constantly looking for input and suggestions -we continue to look forward to hearing from you. Our purposes have remained relatively constant, so, we felt that it would be a good idea to re-examine these purposes as laid out in our first editorial -with pertinent portions copied below. Again, if you have any thoughts, let us hear from you.
- . We sincerely hope you will find INJ useful; and, in fact, we hope that you find it was sorely missed since last published in 1995. There are certainly a number of questions on the minds of many readers and we will endeavor to briefly answer some of them in this editorial:
• Why is INJ being re-launched?
• What is its main purpose?
• How did we get here?
• What is different and what does the future hold?
• If this is so great, how can I help?
Simply stated INJ is being relaunched because there was an unmet need. As the nonwovens industry, or any other industry for that matter, matures, mechanisms are needed that maintain the long term health of the industry. One such mechanism is the support and encouragement of basic and applied research, both industrial and academic. Such research not only pushes the state of the art, but also simultaneously develops the human resources necessary to regenerate and expand the industry. The nonwovens industry was already blessed with an outstanding trade press; and, additionally, there are numerous journals in allied industries. However, there is no other peer reviewed journal that focuses exclusively on the nonwovens industry. Further, as we all know, peer reviewed articles are near and dear to academicians who are constantly challenged: AWhat have you published lately?@.
It has often been observed that research, especially academic research, tends to be encouraged in areas where there are appropriate journals for publication. It is also important to note that often these authors are the same people who are also busy educating new scientists and engineers for industry. Therefore, the key purpose for INJ is to provide the necessary vehicle for refereed publication of important work in the field of nonwovens. While we would like to be able to take credit for the decision to relaunch INJ, this honor of foresight belongs to the President of INDA, Mr. Ted Wirtz, and the INDA Staff who were among the first to see the need INJ fills. Acting on this insight, INDA made the decision to financially support the relaunch of the journal while simultaneously inviting nonwovens associations from around the world to participate. The simultaneous nature of these actions allowed a rapid relaunch of INJ while the cooperative gears of various associations were turning. . . . TAPPI, in fact, has decided to discontinue publication of nonwovens papers in TAPPI JOURNAL and this issue of INJ has several papers originally submitted to TAPPI for publication. . . .
As for what the future holds . . . well, this will in large part be up to you, the reader. Your editors want to optimize the value of INJ and sincerely believe that this will best result from cooperation with the INJ audience. We will individually be seeking your input as opportunities arise, and we would like to hear from you: suggestions, areas for improvement, submissions of papers for review, and contributions to departments such as Director=s Corner, Researcher=s Toolbox and Emerging Technology Watch.
Rob Johnson, D.K. Smith
